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AQA Level 3 Extended Project Qualification (7993)
Scheme of work: 2026/2027
This scheme of work is designed to support a three-term programme of teaching and project work. It is designed to be taught using a sequence of activities, which could be set as assignments on a learning platform and interspersed with classroom discussion activities. The focus should be on students learning for themselves and making their own decisions about how to prepare for and carry out their projects. Cloud-based systems, such as Microsoft® Teams, provide valuable tool for sharing resources and the management of ongoing project work. Using such systems allows students to take control of the learning process, while also enabling supervisors to monitor their progress easily. 
It is anticipated that the activities will be delivered using two hours of face-to-face classroom time with further work done outside the classroom. In the first phase of the course, the focus is on developing skills and preparing for the AQA Level 3 Extended Project Qualification. As a general guide, one activity will be carried out each week. 
Aims: 
The Extended Project Qualification offers opportunities for students to: 
· make a significant contribution to the choice and design of an extended project and take responsibility either for an individual task or for a defined task within a group project
· develop and improve their own learning and performance as critical, reflective and independent students
· develop and apply decision-making and problem-solving skills
· extend their planning, research, critical-thinking, analysis, synthesis, evaluation and presentation skills
· develop and apply skills creatively, demonstrating initiative and enterprise
· use their learning experiences to support their aspirations for higher education and/or career development
· transfer skills developed as part of their extended project to other areas of study. 
For explicit AQA EPQ details on Teaching, Supervising and Assessing, see AQA Extended Project Qualification Specification 7993: Level 3 Extended Project Qualification 7993 Specification Specification







Assessment Objectives (AOs).
All candidates are required to meet the following Assessment Objectives. The Assessment Objectives are weighted as indicated: 
	
	Assessment Objectives
	Weighting

	AO1
	Manage
Identify, design, plan, and carry out a project, applying a range of skills, strategies and methods to achieve objectives. 
	20%

	AO2
	Use Resources
Research, critically select, organise and use information, and select and use a range of resources. Analyse data, apply relevantly and demonstrate understanding of links, connections and complexities of the topic. 
	20%

	AO3
	Develop and Realise
Select and use a range of skills, including, where appropriate, new technologies and problem-solving, to take decisions critically and achieve planned outcomes.
	40%

	AO4
	Review
Evaluate all aspects of the extended project, including outcomes in relation to stated objectives and own learning and performance. Select and use a range of communication skills and media to present evidenced project outcomes and conclusions in an appropriate format. 
	20%





	Weekly Activity
	Overview
	Activities
	Skills Builder & Employability Skills
	Homework 
	Resources

	Autumn 1 – up to half term, including MA1 preparation
Approximately 7 weeks

	Week 1
Wednesday 09-09-2026
Period 4 & 5
	
No EPQ Lesson: Year 12 Students at Stubbers Trip 09/09/2026

	Week 2
Wednesday 16-09-2026
Period 4 & 5
2 Hours


Introduction to EPQ
	Introduction to EPQ, with the aim of getting students to start thinking about possible projects. Including, the benefits of doing an EPQ, completing the Production Log, use of time and importance of independent study, as well as choosing their topic. 
	The benefits of completing an EPQ as an A Level student. 
How is EPQ assessed? 
Essay or Artefact? 
Choosing a topic and coming up with a hypothesis
Students share initial thoughts about possible EPQ ideas – but no pressure to choose yet!
Highlight possible topics of interest
Create a spider diagram and brainstorm different hobbies, interests, future careers etc.

	Application - plan for potential problems and solutions on a project.
How to use a basic risk assessment matrix or a SWOT analysis (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, Threats) to anticipate project roadblocks.
Understanding project working
	Research initial ideas for EPQ focus, and create a topic hypothesis to be reviewed next lesson with peers and supervisor teacher. 
Due: Wednesday 23/09/2026
	PowerPoint presentation Week 2 – Introduction to EPQ

EPQ List of suggested topics

Worksheet and mind map on choosing a topic (for spidergram and brainstorm activity) 

Also provide students with: 
· AQA Production Log 2026 2027

· EPQ Timeline Log – to be updated weekly. 

· EPQ Template

	Week 3 
Wednesday 23-09-2026
Period 4 & 5 
2 Hours


Topic choice, Initial Planning and Production Log

	Students develop areas of interest, importance of the title as a hypothesis. 
Developing an initial idea and candidate proposal. 
Update Timeline Log
	Homework due from Week 2: topic choice and hypothesis for review with supervisor. Opportunity for peer review. 
Supervisor to review topic and hypothesis for each student, approve and make suggestions for any adjustment. Ensure topic is ethical and appropriate. 
Researching your EPQ: how to research, what makes a ‘reliable’ source and what is primary and secondary data? (worksheet)
Production Log pages 5 and 6: guidance on completing Initial Ideas and Candidate Proposal (worksheet)
Update timeline log by end of the lesson on what has been done each week so far 
Set homework. 

	Research skills
Writing skills
Analysing skills
Develop an understanding of the value of chosen topic
	Research chosen topic using primary and secondary data (including update/adjust topic and/or hypothesis as appropriate) 
Begin to complete the initial ideas and candidate proposal in AQA Production Log. 
Update Timeline log to date
Due: Wednesday 30/09/2026
	PowerPoint: Week 3 – Topic choice, Initial Planning and Production Log. 

AQA Production Log Worksheet: pages 5 and 6 Initial ideas and candidate proposal. Guidance on completing these pages.

How to Research Worksheet.

	Week 4
Wednesday 30/09/2026
Period 4 & 5
2 Hours


Further Research, Initial Ideas and Candidate Proposal


	Students share initial research, successes and barriers so far. 
Developing the AQA Production Log – pages 5 and 6 Candidate Proposal
Update Timeline Log
	Homework due: check for initial research and variety of primary and secondary data from academic sources. 
Students share some of the research they have completed so far, examples of good primary and secondary data. 
Guidance on completing pages 5 and 6 of AQA Production Log with sample entry – what makes this “good” and why?
Begin drafting own versions of pages 5 and 6 of AQA Production Log
Update timeline log for this week. 



	Evaluate reliable resources
Develop research skills
Develop writing skills
Build up project ideas and develop planning skills
	Continue research of chosen and approved topic. 

Continue initial ideas and candidate proposal (pages 5 and 6 of AQA Production Log) – to be completed in draft and checked next week by supervisor
Due: Wednesday 7/10/2026
	PowerPoint Week 4: Further Research, Initial Ideas and Candidate Proposal

Sample version of pages 5 and 6 of AQA Production Log – what makes this a “good” initial ideas and candidate proposal? 

	Week 5
Wednesday 07/10/2026
Period 4 & 5
2 Hours


EPQ Introduction and Context



	Teacher Supervisors to collect and assess initial ideas and candidate proposals. Teacher supervisor to complete Part B as feedback
Planning EPQ Introduction and Context sections
	Homework due: initial ideas and candidate proposal pages 5 and 6 of AQA Production Log – staff to collect in and assess using guidance provided on assessing Initial Ideas and Part A Candidate Proposal. Staff to review and complete Part B – supervisor comments and give to students by 14/10/2026
Provide guidance to students on the next phase of their EPQ: planning and drafting their introduction and context (PowerPoint)
Student Guidance Worksheet: planning your introduction and context



	Meeting deadlines and sustaining independent research skills effectively

Managing time effectively

Planning and GANNT charting the next phase of a project


	Continue research for their chosen project topic. 
Continue planning and drafting EPQ Introduction and Context
Due: Wednesday 14/10/26

	PowerPoint Week 5: EPQ Introduction and Context

Staff guidance: assessing a proposal - Page 5 and 6 Initial Ideas and Candidate Proposal Part A. (Staff to complete Part B on page 7 of the students’ production Log, and return to student as feedback for their Production Log to be further updated) See slide in power point for staff/supervisor guidance on feedback 

Student guidance worksheet on planning and writing your EPQ Introduction and Context


	Week 6
Wednesday 14/10/2026
Period 4 & 5 
2 Hours



Supervisor Feedback on Proposal and MA1 Preparation

	Teacher feedback on initial ideas and candidate proposal Part A plus supervisor comments given in Part B
Students to reflect on feedback and make updates as appropriate
Continue planning and drafting EPQ Introduction and Context
Information on MA1 coming up
	Homework due: planning and drafting of EPQ Introduction and Context
Teacher supervisor to give feedback on initial ideas and candidate proposal having also completed Part B, Supervisor comments on page 7 of the Production Log for each student. 
Allow time for students to reflect on the feedback and update their EPQ planning as needed. 
Continue drafting Introduction and Context for EPQ.
Provide students with information on their upcoming MA1 for EPQ (Wednesday 11th November 2026, after the half term break) (see PowerPoint Week 6: Feedback and MA1 Preparation). 

	Evaluate teacher supervisor constructive feedback to objectively identify areas for project improvement.
Synthesize background information to construct a formal, sequenced EPQ Introduction and Context.
Adapt project milestones and schedules dynamically in response to newly introduced deadlines (such as the upcoming MA1 submission).

	Continue ongoing research required for EPQ project. 
Update the timeline log to date, include that there has been supervisor feedback and how this has informed next steps or adjustments. 
Ensure that time is adequately managed to meet the MA1 deadline after half term
Due: Wednesday 21/10/2026
	PowerPoint Week 6: Teacher Supervisor Feedback and MA1 Preparation. 

Student Handout: Preparing for your EPQ MA1 Assessment – Check Point 1. 



	Week 7
Wednesday 21/10/2026
Period 4 & 5
2 Hours 



Preparing for MA1: ‘Check Point 1’ assessment





	Preparing for EPQ MA1. 
Continuing development of Introduction and Context for EPQ
Ensuring Production Log is up to date as well as Timeline Log. 
	Students to continue preparations and drafting of MA1: Check Point 1 to include: 
· EPQ Topic and hypothesis (final and agreed with supervisor)
· Initial Ideas – final and updated following feedback
· Candidate Proposal – final and updated following feedback
· EPQ Introduction - draft
· EPQ Context - draft
· Timeline Log – entries detailed and up to date to 11/10/2026
	Formulating and reviewing research hypotheses

Drafting and structuring academic writing

Proactive Project Planning
Time management & milestone accountability
Reflective log writing 
Accepting and integrating feedback
	MA1 Assessment: 
EPQ Topic and hypothesis (final and agreed with supervisor)
Initial Ideas
Candidate Proposal
EPQ Introduction
EPQ Context
Timeline up to date
Due: Wednesday 11/10/2026
	PowerPoint Week 7: Preparing for Check-Point 1: MA1 Assessment.

Student Handout: Preparing for your EPQ MA1 Assessment – Check Point 1.



	
	
Autumn Half Term
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